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Village life just
keeps getting
better
Welcome to the next issue of Talking
Retirement Living – Bernborough Ascot
edition! My name is Baden and I am
delighted to be writing my first ever
welcome letter as the new Village Manager
of this growing community. I must thank my
predecessor, Jo-anne Veitch, who has done
an excellent job in paving the way for me to
easily adjust to life at Bernborough Ascot.

Speaking of events, there’s been no
shortage of things happening in our
community! Recently, we hosted
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea to raise money
for Cancer Council Australia. It was great to see
so many of our residents getting involved by
baking and sharing plates of food, and donating
generously to help raise much-needed funds for
Cancer Council.

Although I only started in this role a little over a
month ago, I am no stranger to managing
retirement villages. I have been working at
Lendlease for the past nine years and also
oversee two other Lendlease retirement villages,
The Gardens on Lindfield and The Terraces at
Forest Lake.

I’ve also been impressed to see how active
Bernborough Ascot residents are in the wider
community. Our residents have taken advantage
of their free memberships at Ascot Aquatics
Centre and Agility Physiotherapy by regularly
attending classes such as water aerobics and
yoga. North Devil’s Rugby League Club also
hosted an event last month where they offered
free memberships to everyone who attended!

When people ask me what I love about working
in retirement living, my answer is always easy.
It’s the people who live here, and that’s been no
different at Bernborough Ascot. In the short time
I have been here so far, I have loved getting to
know our residents at community events and in
normal day-to-day life. I look forward to
welcoming many more as our community
continues to grow.

There are certainly lots of perks to being a
resident at Bernborough Ascot! With plans to
expand our community, there will even be more
to look forward to. So, if you haven’t seen our
community yet, now is the time.
Book a tour with our friendly concierge, Mark
Wright, to get a feel for what life is like.
I look forward to meeting you soon.

Baden Corke
Village Manager
Bernborough Ascot

Madi’s
passions
fly high
From managing air safety procedure training at a large
Australian airline to helping with the day-to-day running of a
retirement village, Madi Rogers’ career has been interesting
to say the least!
Not a change she would have predicted for herself, Madi says
COVID flipped her life upside down last year when she, like
many others, suddenly lost her job. Although after almost six
months of adjusting to a new industry in her role as Village
Administrator at Bernborough Ascot, she wouldn’t change a
thing! “I am passionate about delivering great customer
service and ensuring everything is safe and risk-free for our
residents.

This is a passion I’ve had since my days working in
aviation,” Madi said.
Originally from Melbourne, Madi has loved living in Brisbane
for the past seven years. Currently residing in Nundah, only
10 minutes from Bernborough Ascot, Madi said she loves how
connected the area is to everything you need including the city,
public transport, restaurants and scenic walking routes.
Although she says the role can have its challenges, Madi loves
seeing residents every day, having a chat and hearing their
amazing life stories. We love having Madi as part of our team!

Celebrating
nearly half a
century of
marriage
Love is in the air at Bernborough Ascot after two of the
community’s newest residents, Ethel and Keith, celebrated
their 48th wedding anniversary this April!
The couple met while attending neighbouring schools in Mount
Isa. Ethel and Keith tied the knot in 1973 and raised their three
children together in the same small country town they grew up
in. Forty-three years later, Ethel and Keith moved to Emerald
for a couple of years before deciding to move to Brisbane to
be closer to their children. The couple have lived in Brisbane’s
northside for more than 20 years. When they were looking for
somewhere to downsize, Ethel said they loved Bernborough
Ascot’s connection to the racecourse and its close proximity to
everything they wanted.

“The location of Bernborough Ascot is great. The other day I
wanted to take my grandchild, Eve, into the City, and it was just
so easy. We hopped on the bus and were there in minutes! I
also love being able to walk down to the train station to visit my
friend who lives in Maleny.” Ethel said.
Keith is a keen swimmer, so the offer of a free membership to
the Ascot Aquatics Centre only a few minutes away was ideal.
The couple are both looking forward to the next stages of
Bernborough Ascot opening so they can use the on-site gym
and pool! Bernborough Ascot’s location is also perfect for
romantic nights out. The couple recently enjoyed dinner at a
local restaurant to celebrate their wedding anniversary. When
asked what the secret to a long and happy marriage was, Ethel
laughed and said; “Just keep on keeping on!”

TALKING RETIREMENT LIVING
BERNBOROUGH ASCOT

All the principles for
future-proofed living
If you’ve ever wondered how retirement living is designed
for you as you age, you’re guaranteed to be blown away
after a visit to Bernborough Ascot.
Designed by international retirement and aged care experts,
Marchese Partners, Bernborough Ascot takes future-proofed
living to new heights.
Frank Ehrenberg, the Principal of Marchese Parnters and the
Design Director of Bernborough Ascot, says “Working
closely with leading universities such as The University of
Stirling, Marchese Partners has a deep understanding of the
ageing process and how ageing impacts our body, mind and
lifestyle.”
A number of safety, accessibility and familiarity age-friendly
design principles form the DNA of the Bernborough Ascot
masterplan, enabling residents of all ages and abilities to actively
engage in the community for years to come.
Called enabling environments, each community space and
residence within the masterplan has been designed to allow for
ease of use, reducing the chance of isolation among residents.
Within the apartments themselves, these age-friendly design
principles can be seen everywhere you turn, including within the
oversized penthouse apartments.

From extra-wide corridors with plenty of space for walkers to
spacious kitchen layouts, step-free thresholds throughout
including in the bathroom and onto the balcony, easily accessible
powerpoints and design features that allow for further
modifications to be made, there’s no doubt that apartments at
Bernborough Ascot are a cut above the rest.
But it’s not just age-friendly design principles that future-proof
this community.
As Australia’s first retirement community to achieve a 6 Star
Green Star accreditation for sustainability, Bernborough Ascot
boasts an impressive line-up of “green” features.
Implementing many of the key design elements from Brisbane
City Council’s New World City Design Guide, Buildings that
Breathe, Bernborough Ascot also utilises solar panels, large rain
water tanks and clever design to maximise natural light and
ventilation, making the most of the community’s ideal position
and aspect to reduce running costs.
Frank speaks highly of Lendleases’ commitment to people,
purpose and place and is delighted to have been part of the
journey of this groundbreaking intergenerational community
project, enabling ageing in place.

A village in
full bloom

“I love being able to pick, design and deliver flowers to people,
and I love being able to work with clients to create aesthetically
pleasing spaces that bring joy to visitors,” she said.
Kylie has been working with the staff at Bernborough Ascot to
create stunning arrangements for the reception and Masters
Lounge. Kylie says she enjoys visiting the community because it
is unlike any other retirement village she has been to before.
“When I first walked into Bernborough Ascot it reminded me
of the luxury hotels I used to go to when I worked as a travel
agent. I think it’s amazing that a big organisation like Lendlease
is supporting a local business like my own, and I am very
grateful to be working with the team.”
Kylie believes that taking a leap by starting her business,
Blooms by Kylie, was one of the best decisions she has ever
made. With James working as the delivery driver, Blooms by
Kylie has given her the flexibility to enjoy what is most
important in life, and she hasn’t ever looked back.
You can find Blooms by Kylie in Stafford. The duo delivers
flowers to all Brisbane suburbs within a 25km radius of their
boutique store.

Ever since she was a young girl, Kylie dreamt of owning her
own floristry. As the founder of Blooms by Kylie, her dream
is now a reality. But her journey wasn’t all roses.
Until March last year, Kylie was a corporate travel agent and
worked in the industry for more than 12 years. Along with her
hushand, James, and their two children, life was going great
for the young family until COVID-19 shook things up and both
Kylie and James lost their jobs. As difficult as the redundancies
were, Kylie said that looking back they were really a blessing in
disguise.
“The pandemic taught me to revaluate what is truly important
in life, and it gave me an opportunity to do something that I am
truly passionate about,” Kylie said.

Putting
your best
hat forward

Pamela Cameron is a committee chairperson and a milliner
with more than 10 years’ experience. Owning her own millinery
label, Ascot Hats, Pam’s hats have travelled everywhere from
remote Western Australia to Buckingham Palace!
Working with the committee for almost six years, Pam said
she’s seen lots of changes in racewear fashion.
“Since we started placing a greater spotlight on fashion we’ve
seen people become more aware and engaged in elevating
style trackside. We are seeing a shift from cocktail dresses
towards more traditional styles of longer dresses and sleeves in
winter,” Pam said.
Pam says she has also seen huge growth in interest for men’s
fashion in recent years. “What we are seeing across lots of
racing club events is the increase in the number of men
wanting to participate in Fashions on the Field. We have had
such a growth in male interest that we now offer male
competitions, where we can get around 20 to 30 males
entering - which is significantly higher than what we saw a few
years ago”.
So, what can we expect to see at the races this season? Pam
says to expect hats made of felt, jewel-like colours such as
emerald green, and lots of feathers!

For decades, people from across the country have flocked
to Brisbane’s racecourses using the occasion to dress to
impress. What started as a casual setting, judging fashion
within the crowd has evolved into a fully fledged
competition known as Fashions on the Field.
Brisbane Racing Club’s Committee for Fashion was formed six
years ago to enhance the standard of racing attire and promote
awareness of of race day fashion. Since they started, the
committee has introduced staging, gained generous sponsors
and most importantly, established Brisbane Racing Club race
days and events for Fashions on the Field.

Photo courtesy of Brisbane Racing Club
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A day in the life
of a five-star
concierge
Ever wondered what it’s like to work as a
concierge at a luxury retirement village?
According to Mark Wright, every day brings
something new and exciting! From welcoming
new residents to fixing TVs, here is what a
typical day (if you could call it that) looks like
for Bernborough Ascot’s concierge!
Mark doesn’t have to travel far to start his 10am
to 6pm shift at Bernborough Ascot with the
village located just a short five-minute drive from
his home! When he arrives, Mark heads straight
to the reception where he greets residents and
guests with a smile.
In the morning, Mark usually spends most of
his time checking in with residents and making
sure they have everything they need for the day.
Often assisting with everything from moving
furniture to organising maintenance work,
booking taxi services and hanging pictures. Mark
is the go-to guy for anything and everything
around the village.
“Having worked in five-star hotels both locally
and overseas for more than 20 years, I can tell
you that being a concierge at a luxury retirement
village is very different to being a concierge at a
hotel,” Mark says.

“Being a concierge at a retirement village is an all-encompassing role. You need
to know everything both within and outside the community so you can help make
things happen for residents and ensure that everything runs smoothly.”
After lunch, Mark often plays host to local retirees interested in touring the village
or learning more about life at Bernborough Ascot. A people-person at heart, Mark
loves meeting new people and showing them around a community that he is
proud to work at.
“Being the first person that future residents meet when they visit the village means
I have to set the tone of the community. I take great pride in ensuring anyone who
visits Bernborough Ascot feels welcome.”
As the day wraps up, Mark is always the last to leave, ensuring the community is
safe and secure – ready to do it all again tomorrow. It’s anyone’s guess what the
next day might bring!

More than just
a great cuppa
Talk about a drink with a view! The uninterrupted views of
the Doomben Racecourse from Bernborough Ascot’s
Masters Lounge are hard to beat.
Perfectly positioned within the lounge is the full-sized café,
complete with everything you could need. From fresh salads to
sweet treats and freshly brewed barista coffee, the café is the
go-to destination for Bernborough Ascot residents.
On-site café attendant, Liv, has become a cherished member
of the Bernborough Ascot community. Taking the time to get to
know the residents, Liv does more for the community than just
make fantastic coffee.
Recently graduating from Queensland University of Technology
with a degree in Film and Television, Liv has been working with
the Brisbane Racing Club as a café attendant since 2018. When
her manager asked if anyone would be interested in managing
the café at Bernborough Ascot, she eagerly jumped at the
opportunity!
Running the café since it opened late last year, Liv has become
an integral member of the community.

“I always have about 10 to 15 residents who come down to the
café to get their regular coffee from me every day,” Liv says.
“They often stay to chat with me for hours, and sometimes they
will even ask me to join them for a game of pool! The residents
are always so friendly and they always make my day. When it
was my birthday earlier in the year, they surprised me with
balloons and cake – I was speechless!”
Liv has enjoyed getting to know every resident on a personal
level, as well as perfecting their coffee orders. You only have to
make eyes with her from across the room and know your
favourite order is on its way, exactly how you like it!
If you’re ever at the Masters Lounge, ask Liv to make her
specialty – an iced almond latte! It pairs well with the most
popular item on the menu, a classic chicken and cheese toastie.
Yum!

Meet Lynette, our
Sales Manager
When Lynette first came to Bernborough Ascot,
construction had yet to begin on the site. After
recently welcoming the first residents to Bernborough
Ascot’s Fig Tree House, Lynette says watching the
community spring to life has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of her career.
The UK-born sales manager has worked in established
retirement communities for the past six years, but was drawn
to Bernborough Ascot for the exciting opportunity to build a
community from the ground up!
When we asked Lynette what she loves about
Bernborough Ascot she mentioned two things in
particular – the residents and the staff.
“I love being out in the community and getting to know the
residents,” Lynette said. “Hearing their stories really makes my
job so rewarding.”
Lynette also says she is fortunate to work with such
dedicated and supportive staff, who all share a passion for
contributing to a new standard of retirement living for
residents.
The community now feels like family to Lynette, and she is
looking forward to welcoming more residents as the
vibrant community continues to grow.
Lynette Marsh
Sales Manager
Bernborough Ascot
0447 806 781
lynette.marsh@lendlease.com
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Property
Spotlight
Whether you’re looking for an apartment facing the track,
the green, the grandstand or the city, you’ll find an option
to suit your style and pace.
Each home is light-filled, while generous floorplates make
these apartments feel over-sized and spacious. Premium
interiors with Italian kitchens and Miele appliances are
neutral in tone, serving as a blank canvas for you to add your
personal touches and let the home
reflect your style.
TYPE B
2 Bedroom | 1.5 Bathroom | 1 Car Space
$647,000*
TYPE C
2 Bedroom | 2 Bathroom | 1 Car Space
$910,000*
TYPE D
2 Bedroom | 2 Bathroom | 1 Car Space
$760,000*
TYPE E
3 Bedroom | 2 Bathroom | 1 Car Space
$1,100,000*
TYPE F
3 Bedroom | 2 Bathroom | 1 Car Space
$915,000*
Book your appointment with Lynette to tour Bernborough
Ascot by calling 1800 550 550 or visit retireinascot.com
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